The walls of the “Gouffre de
W 0 rd s e a r Ch Padirac” are covered with
maghificent rock sculptures. They
gradually formed after drops of water, having
passed through the ground, left in their wake

traces of a mineral called calcite.

GOUFFRE
EPADIRAC

G

What scientific name have

these rock sculptures been given? RITIVIEI|RIC)S o
Circle the words from the 0| C|H|A|[S|M|O R d d | i :
5 following list on the grid. Place I es Onclcle you have desce'nde”d nto
8 the leftover letters on the dotted N| W|A|[T|E|R|I the “Gouffre de Padirac”, you come to
£ : : twork of underground galleries... 338 feet below ground!
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3 You travel on foot on the dry areas, or by boat on the “Riviére Plane”.
;’ lake — river — cave — chasm — water — BIVIAJUL]T]L
H cavity — bats — rock — soil - vault alrlolelklcela Which explorer discovered Padirac’s subterranean
B river over 100 years ago? Cross out every
i TIRIEIT!ITI!l0]|K other letter to find out (start with the first).
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. 1 A’ still flowing down, the water carved |
!:ngl:;:let:: underground chambers and galleries. E
OL LA LICLIZ Padirac” form? 2 B The vault caved in above an 2
Find out by - underground chamber, forming a chasm.
: putting these O 3 C Asit formed, the Pyrenees mountain
OmdO%v (OmA stagesin the ? ? range folded and cracked the calcareous soil.
| right order. ((wf» 4 D Over time, rainwater seeped through
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e After having crossed the Padirac
bserva‘t Ion river by boat, you head for
the “Lac de la Pluie"! This lake
is named after the thousands of drops that fall from

” the vault onto that area. A huge rock sculpture towers
The lac above them. This is Padirac’s emblem.

de 1a Pluie”

What animals live in Padirac?
a ze Bats and other lesser-known species:
the niphargus (a blind shrimp)
and the Bythinella padiraci (a tiny snail).
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Which path must you follow
to reach the subterranean Q
1 What are these W/ : river while avoiding
characters saying? A AL e : all the bats?
Solve these rebuses to find out. ' \ :
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Answers: 1. Path B. 2. True. There are bats belonging to 11 different species.

They live in those parts of the chasm which are not open to the public.
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Find which element
does not belong to
this picture!

A

True or false? T F 0
Nearly 3 000 bats live D D =

down the “Gouffre de Padirac”.
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